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What the ReigningPontiffsPredecessorThought
ofMussolini'sRiseto Power

N
interesting revelation

of the attitude of the

late
Pope Pius XL

to

Mussoliniand Fascism
is contained

in a. recent issue of
"America," which, commenting

upon the
Soviet newspaper,

"Izvestia's" attack upon the

Pope, quotes an article contributed
to "L'Ulustration," of

January 9, 1937.

The writer was a French
traveller,

who recalled meeting
Pope Pius XL fifteen years
earlier at the

Roman home of
the archaeologist, Giacomo Boni.
He was

then
Cardinal Ratti,

Archbishop of Milan, and had
taken advantage of a short sojourn

in
Rome

to call on his old
friend, the

Commendatore
Boni,who

introduced his guest,
the

writer of
the article. After

some very good chaffing over
several sacrosanct personages
of classical Hellas,a question
brought the

Cardinal back to

a discussion of the current

crisis.

Here
is the conversation that

followed between Commendatore
Boni and the

Cardinal
who,

like
Mussolini,but

in a
far differentway, was marching

on Rome.
AT MILAN

"At Milan," grumbled the

Cardinal,with a clouded bro"',
"there is small chance of taking

the air, physicallyor metaphorically.
Oh,

if someone

would come to set me free!" . . .

Boni
told him that I, too,

had just come from Milan.
All Lombardy at that

moment
was

the closed preserve of

Communism.
Cardinal Ratti was grave at

once. "Your impressions?" he
asked me. "A traveller sees

clearer than an Archbishop.
What do you think of the state

of mind of the
Milanese?"

"Unsettled," I said. "The

hour is dangerous. However,
I am impressed by the

man
whose acquaintance I have
made, and who dreams of set-

ting himself alone against all
to hold back the current,

Benito Mussolini."

GIANT STRIDES
"Ah, willyou say so to

me!"
resounded the strong voice of
the

Cardinal. "That man,
mon enfant, is advancing with
giant strides, and is going to

overrun all with
the force of

an element of nature.".
II Duce at that time

was beginning
to form his militias.

more or less everywhere; but
Italy, as yet sceptical and

weary, paid them only a divided
glance. Nobody could then

foresee the
march on Rome.

"Mussolini," continued the

Cardinal
in a voice of prophecy,

"is a formidable man.
You understand? A formidable

man! A new convert,

since he comes from the ranks

of the extreme Left, he has
the novice zeal that

makes
one drive ahead. Then,

too,

he takes his adepts from the

bench at school and raises them

at one stroke to the stature of
men, men-at-arms. So he
seduces them, kindles them to
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fanaticism. He sways their

imaginations.
Do you draw

your own conclusion as to
what

that
means, and what a power

he possesses? The future is

his. It remains to be seen

how all this is going to end,

and what use he will make of
his power. What direction is

he going to take on the day

when he must choose? Will
he resist the temptation

which
lies in

wait for all the leaders,

to set himself up as an absolute

dictator?"

GLORY IS INSIDIOUS

"And what
if he does?"

broke in
Boni, a fanatical Fascist.

"We need a hard-fisted

man
to set us right."

"It is never well
that one

sole man become the
Almighty,"

retorted the prelate, who was
serious now and weighing
every syllable. "Glory is an
insidious thing; the flesh is

weak; and man, a limited being.

He was still a moment,
then

said, "What is it that
makes

the genius? A grain of madness.
Woe

to the
mustard

seed that grows too quickly

Then, as if he feared he had
spoken too freely, he abruptly

changed the subject: "The Holy
Father

is very sick, my friends.

They are uneasy at the
Vatican.

The penetrating foresight of
Cardinal Ratti,his early prevision

of the dangers of Mussolini's
Fascism, as reported in

this interview, gain special

historicimportance in view of
the fact that, a few days after
this conversation, Cardinal
Ratti,as Pius XI.,stood on the

loggia of St. Peter's,
in the

lily-white robe he had smiled

at among his friends, that day,
and gave his blessing,Urbi el

Orbi.
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THIS RARE AND REMARKABLE PICTURE SHOWS MUSSOLINI BEING ARRESTED
IN

THE STREETS OF ROME FOR SPEECHES AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT,

MARCH, 1915


