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‘More than any other historical city, Rome’s aggiornamento [= updating] was haunted by its own past; the ageless monuments and great inherited 
spaces that where at once a burden and a challenge to the architects and planners of the new capital. Roman urban history since 1870 would be 
meaningless freed from the context of its legendary heritage. To expose and exploit this heritage remained the urban policy through the early 
decades of Roma Capitale, and most emphatically so under the Fascist regime. “Surely, among the great expedients of Mussolini,” commented 
Baldini in 1932, “that of showing Rome to the Romans will remain one of the most memorable.” To the Romans … and to us. We do not recall enough 
that what we see and study the architectural history of Rome has been selected, cleaned up and staged for us by the planners and rulers of Third 
Rome. They were the ones who decided which past buildings were worth of preservation, and which expendable for the sake of progress; how much 
of excavated antiquity would be retained for show, and how much quickly buried again under paving or new construction. To be a creditable 
student of Roman antiquity or the Middle Ages, or the Renaissance and Baroque, should presuppose solid familiarity with modern Rome, its city 
archives, contemporary newspapers, journals.’ 

Prof. Spiro Kostof , 
“The Third Rome: The Polemics of Architectural History,” 

Journal of the Society of Architectural Historians, Vol. 33.3 (1973), 240. 
 

“I am an undergraduate art history student at Lake Forest College in Lake Forest, IL; working a ‘senior thesis’ on fascist period archaeology and 
urbanism in Rome. My interest is specifically the Fori Imperiali, Ara Pacis and mausoleum of Augustus. (If curious, I came upon this topic during a 
study abroad program last spring with the American University of Rome.) I have hit a wall trying to find information about recent debates, 
activities and such surrounding the destruction of the Via dei Fori Imperiali and excavating the Fori Imperiali. Some sources I have read say (very 
briefly) the removal of the Via dei Fori Imperiali is definite and others say it will never happen. What, or who exactly is stopping ‘them’ from either 
ripping this road out, or preserving it? I understand excavations are continuing in the Forum of Nerva, but I have no details. Do you know the 
immediate plans in excavating this area? Any information would be helpful and much appreciated.” 
 

Linda A. Nolan, in: 
“The Imperial Fora Debate & Excavations,” [e-mail query], cited from: 

Prof. Pedar W. Foss (moderator), The ‘ROMARCH’ – Internet List Server,’ February (1996).  
romearch@rome.classics.lsa.mich.edu or later http://tech.groups.yahoo.com/group/rome-arch/ (Retrieved as of May 2001)(1). 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
COVER PHOTOGRAPH | Page 1. Rome, Italy – a satellite view of the “Centro Storico & I Fori Imperiali” (2012-13). Photographic source: "PLANEDO, PANORAMIC VIEW OF EARTH 
FROM SPACE," (2014) (Retrieved as of 2015). https://www.flickr.com/photos/imperial_fora_of_rome/14925762582/  
1). See: ROMA ARCHEOLOGICA & RESTAURO ARCHITETTURA: The Imperial Fora & Prof. Linda A. Nolan touring ruins of the Imperial Fora in Rome (Jan. 21, 2011) & Comments by 
L. Nolan ([then] undergraduate student) on the Imperial Fora at the (‘Romarch’) [list-server], Feb. 1996.  https://www.flickr.com/photos/imperial_fora_of_rome/5437949776/   
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INTRODUCTION - Rome, the ‘I Fori Imperiali’, the ‘Il Quartiere Alessandrina’, and the ‘Via dei Fori Imperiali’: 
the Rediscovery of the ‘Integrated’ Approach of ‘Archaeology of Architecture’ and the New Educational Interest 

and Innovative Research & Studies of the Diverse Urban Heritage Located within the ‘Area Fori’ (1995-2015).* 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
'The work at the [Imperial] Fora is one of the largest and most complicated urban excavations undertaken in recent times. In contrast to the so-called 
clearing-away, that occurred during Mussolini's rule, a time of ideological fervor, when anything from late antiquity or the post-Roman period was simply 
destroyed; there is today an attempt to rescue everything that can possibly be saved. (...) In computer simulations of various urban landscapes, the sequence 
of pictures becomes a fascinating, film-like experience, in which time takes on a palpable form. But what is the best way, after the excavations are done, to 
convey that feeling to future visitors? The archaeologists and city planners creating the promised archaeological park now face serious questions. How many 
of all the findings can they actually preserve? What must be kept? Certainly, some of these areas will be covered over again with earth, but everything that 
offers a window into history must be preserved.' 

Prof. Paul Zanker,  
"Satisfying Ancient Rome's Growing Need for Space."  

Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, 27 May (2000).  
Online English edition http://www.faz.com  (Retrieved as of late 2000). 

 P. Zanker's previous article in German article see: 
“Die Seele des Imperiums Die neuen Ausgrabungen auf den Kaiserfora in Rom. Bilder und Zeiten." 

F.A.Z, 20 May (2000). 
 

‘Knowledge and documentation are indispensable practices for efficiently dealing with problems related to the preservation and safeguard of a historical 
building: the process of understanding a monument is not only achieved through historical and bibliographical documentation but also through the 
acquisition of information obtained through direct observations, which is the primary source of discoveries and also an essential method of verification. 
Last, but not least, is the importance of the geographical area in which the building was constructed, without which it would not even had a reason to exist. 
The in-depth study of a building under the historic-graphic and critical aspects and interpretation of architectural concepts can all be summarized in the 
“evaluation [= qiudizio di valore]”, which must be made by taking into account the historical period in which the building, the object of the present study, 
was constructed.’ 

Dr. Arch. Barbara Baldrati, 
“The Sullustiano Quarter in its Historic Evolution ” in: 

Barbara Baldrati et al., ‘Il Palazzo di Via Boncompagni,’ 
Rome: Intituto Poligrafico e Zecca dello Stato, Libreria dello Stato, (2005), 17. 

 
‘[The] reports on the monumental complex of the Imperial Forums reveal important new developments on their topographic layout and on their post-
antiquity transformations, also greatly covering those eras which have been ignored or undervalued by Roman archaeology for quite some time.’  
 

 “The Excavations of the Imperial Forums by the City of Rome (1991-2007),” 
 The Auditorium of the ARA PACIS museum. Rome, 25-26 October (2007),  

ARCHEOMETRIA (2008).  http://www.en.beniculturali.archeometra.it  (Retrieved late 2008). 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
KEYWORDS: Rome, the ‘Area Fori’ – the ‘Integrated’ Italian Restoration Architect & the Italian Archaeologist: The ‘Archaeology of Architecture’ with construction and 
preservation history as a source of architectural innovation (1890-1913) = 1). "Restauri di innovazione” by Prof. Arch. Gustavo Giovannoni (1913), in: G. Giovannoni, "RESTAURI 
DI MONUMENTI", BOLL. D’ ARTE, fasc. I-II., (1913), 32. 2). "Esplorazioni stratigrafiche” by Prof. Giacomo Boni (1913), in: G. Boni, "IL METHODO NELLE ESPLORAZIONI 
ARCHEOLOGICHE", BOLL. D’ ARTE, fasc. I-II., (1913), 43 (the ‘Il Methodo’ originally published in 1901). 3). “...Un minimo di demolizione e un massimo di resultato archeologico e 
monumentale” by Prof. Corrado Ricci (1911), in: C. Ricci, "PER L'ISOLAMENTO E LA REDENZIONE DEI RESTI DEI FORI IMPERIALI", BOLL. D’ ARTE fasc. V., (1911), 449. 4). 
"...'Ricostruire le aree archeologiche' con percorsi e insiemi arborei, diposti secondo schemi didattico-ricostruttivi” by Prof. G. Boni (1891), in: G. Boni, "Il Catasto dei 
monumenti in Italia", Archivo storico dell' arte, fasc. IV., (1891), 418. 
Fig. 1 | page 2: Rome, the ‘Area Fori’ and the new digital reconstruction of the ruins of the ancient Imperial Forums & the residential district of the Renaissance and later 
evolving area of the Alessandrina Quarter (in 1450 & 1750). Two Screenshots of the "IMPERIAL FORA APP 3-D" by Dr. Sergio Fontana, Rome (July 2015), the digital 
reconstructions depict the area of the Alessandrina Quarter between the Column of Trajan [far-left] and the ‘le Colonnacce’ of the Forum of Nerva [far-right]. The top-
reconstruction (1450): shows the various residential buildings and churches from the medieval period overlying the section of the ruins of the Forums of Trajan and Augustus. 
The bottom-reconstruction (1750), showing the same view as above, with the later new urban layout and redevelopment of the area following the construction of several new 
palaces, churches and large residential blocks in the Renaissance and Baroque-era. Photographic source: The images and information courtesy of Dr. Sergio Fontana - Rome, 
Director of the "IMPERIAL FORA APP 3-D" (July 2015), Info: http://imperialfora.3drome.it/  
* = The abbreviations for the Italian and international periodicals and serial titles, other relevant works and internet resources cited in this research paper follows the guidelines 
of the "Editorial Policy, Instructions for Contributors, and Abbreviations" of the 'AMERICAN JOURNAL OF ARCHAEOLOGY' (2012) (Online edition) http://www.ajaonline.org  
(retrieved as of 2012).  
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