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S. OCCHILUPO, LA NECROPOLI CAPUANA: PER UNA DEFINIZIONE DELLA PRIMA
FASE TRA L’ETÀ DEL BRONZO FINALE E LA PRIMA ETÀ DEL FERRO (Capua
preromana 10). Pisa: Fabrizio Serra, 2011. Pp. 183, illus. ISBN 9788862273091. €495.00.

It is undoubtedly meritorious of Sergio Occhilupo to have published the sixty-four tombs of the
so-called Nuovo Mattatoio (it was never built) cemetery, found in 1986–8 in the course of rescue
excavation of the trenches dug for the perimeter wall, reconstructing the content of each tomb and
providing a formal typology of the nds and of the tombs: the tombs are to be dated either side of
900 B.C. In the course of an unsophisticated discussion of ethnicity, the necropolis is related to the
arrival of the Etruscans; it is the introduction by Valeria Sampaolo that both provides us with an
account of the similarity of the 1986–8 material to that from the 2005–6 excavation of many
more tombs and subverts almost the only concrete suggestion made by O., on the relationship of
the necropolis to habitation. Readers who want more will turn to G. Melandri, L’eta del ferro a
Capua (2011): there is an analysis of a selection of the 1986–8 material (203–30) and of the
2005–6 material (21–3), as well as that of the Cappuccini necropolis, also some 3 km roughly to
the north-west of the classical city, and the Fornaci and Quattuordici Ponti necropoleis, just
outside the classical city to the north-west and the south-west respectively, all in the context of the
contemporary necropoleis of the region as a whole, with important chronological consequences.
(The ‘English’ résumé is not in anything a native speaker would recognize as such.) After the
Nuovo Mattatoio necropolis beginning in the late tenth century, there are the probably slightly
later Cappuccini necropolis, and then the probably slightly later still Fornaci necropolis; the
Quattuordici Ponti necropolis goes from the ninth to the fourth century. All this is accompanied
by a discussion of the evidence for nuclei of tombs, and for the relatively egalitarian cemeteries of
the early period; then of the pattern of villages with a central village being replaced by a town
with dependent villages, accompanied by the progressive abandonment of an outlying necropolis,
such as that of the Nuovo Mattatoio, over the tenth, ninth and eighth centuries. At any rate this
reader is bowled over by the sheer scale of the early necropoleis. Readers will also observe that to
buy O. they have to pay about €2.50 per page, to buy Melandri they have to pay about €0.50 per
page, and that O. is the kind of publication that cries out to be made freely available online as a
PDF. Those who have archaeological material to publish have to ask themselves some rather
serious questions, such as whether they wish their work to be diffused and read, and adopt a
publication strategy accordingly.

University College London Michael H. Crawford

imagines.italicae@sas.ac.uk
doi:10.1017/S0075435813000324

R. MENEGHINI and R. SANTANGELI VALENZANI (EDS), SCAVI DEI FORI IMPERIALI, IL
FORO DI AUGUSTO: L’AREA CENTRALE. Rome: ‘L’Erma’ di Bretschneider, 2010. Pp.
viii + 245, illus. ISBN 9788882655983. €175.00.

Since 1997, exciting new ndings from the imperial fora in Rome have been emerging gradually in
individual articles or summary overviews. This volume now launches what will become a series of
comprehensive publications of the recent excavations in each forum complex. An introduction by
the editors is followed by a series of individual chapters authored by those responsible for the
relevant aspects of the excavations. These are organized into four chronological groupings, but
deal with discrete themes such as stratigraphic sequences or urban development.

Work in the Forum of Augustus was begun partly in response to an unexpected discovery.
Excavations from 1998 to 2000 in the Forum of Trajan uncovered a hitherto-unknown exedra
opening onto the north-west portico of Augustus’ forum, which had been demolished in favour of
a monumental hallway connecting the two. The 2004–7 campaign pressed south-eastwards from
this exedra, uncovering a section of the north-west portico and adjoining piazza from the
Augustan complex.

Findings pre-dating the construction of the forum are presented rst by Alessandro Delno,
casting new light on Augustus’ insistence that no householders should be forcibly displaced by his
project. Bauer argued in the 1980s that a pragmatic decision to retain elements of the existing
street network might lie behind this political positioning, but we can now add local topography to
the picture. New evidence for levelling under the north-western half of the forum conrms that its
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construction entailed the removal of a considerable ‘saddle’ between the Capitoline and Quirinal
hills. This, along with work to raise the ground level on the south-eastern side, claries the effort
required to impose the geometric shape of the forum onto the uneven relief in this area, as well as
into the surrounding urban fabric. As Delno argues, this may have limited Augustus’ choices, as
well as explaining why the project took so long to complete.

Post-antique spoliation has left little trace of the forum’s embellishments in the newly-excavated
area. Chapters on the architectonic, sculptural and epigraphic nds are all compelled to admit that
they have been limited, conrming what was already known rather than providing new
information. Nonetheless, careful study of the extensively-robbed foundations has revealed new
insights into the construction process. In particular, Fulvia Bianchi and Matthias Bruno have got a
great deal out of a small area of mortar bedding in the north-west portico. Their analysis has
allowed them to reconstruct the sequence in which the coloured marble paving was laid down:
rst the grey bardiglio matrix, and then the concentric squares of yellow Numidian and red
African marble within. Patches in front of the hallway leading into Trajan’s forum also signify
repairs to the paving in the late third and fourth centuries, but without any attempt to match the
original Augustan pattern.

Elisabetta Carnabucci concludes the section on the imperial period by re-assessing Augustus’
forum in the light of the new excavations. It has long been known that on its completion the
praetors transferred their tribunals there: not least on the basis of vadimonia from Herculaneum
and Puteoli recording agreements to meet before them in the Forum of Augustus. Before the new
excavations, the prevailing orthodoxy had been that the large exedrae anking the Temple of
Mars served as the praetors’ audience-chambers, but Carnabucci now argues that the smaller
exedrae were better suited to this function. Her grounds are that the newly-observed foundations
appear to have been designed to support pilasters, rather than free-standing columns, creating
niches similar to those known in the exedrae of the Basilica Ulpia, and suitable for storing legal
documents. The case is not yet secure, but it could not even have been made fteen years ago.

The recent campaigns also vividly demonstrate the uneven impact of post-antique spoliation on
the imperial fora. Those parts of Augustus’ forum exposed in the 1920s were relatively unaffected,
but Vincent Cousì and Fabrizio Delici’s chapter shows that between the sixth and tenth centuries
the marble paving in the newly-explored sector was stripped, and the foundations of the external
walls and portico steps completely robbed out. This is far more comprehensive than anything
observed in the adjoining complexes, yet fragments of their marbles found in the Augustan
complex — and vice versa — also indicate that reclaimed material circulated widely.

From the tenth century onwards, the dening presence in the former Forum of Augustus was the
monastery of S. Basilio, established in the remains of the Temple of Mars Ultor. But while the former
Forum of Trajan was urbanized by the tenth century, stratigraphic sequences from the new
excavations conrm that this did not happen in the Forum of Augustus until the sixteenth century.
Instead, it was used for agriculture, in spite of frequent ooding. Only after drainage systems and
a new road network were installed at the instigation of Cardinale Alessandrino could the area be
developed for housing.

The Quartiere Alessandrina then evolved rapidly, and since it was here demolished to ground-oor
level only in the 1920s its remains were found substantially intact. Indeed, though they have now
been removed, its walls, doorways, oors, courtyards, cellars and staircases can be re-visited in
future thanks not only to photographic records but also comprehensive laser scanning of the
structures. Meanwhile, a chapter on stamped bricks from the buildings’ walls illuminates the
industrial history of early nineteenth-century Rome, while another offers a biography of
the buildings drawn from historical and documentary records.

The ndings reported in this book are of obvious importance, but at times I found them
frustratingly obscured by its structure and organization. The multiple authorship has ensured
expertly-informed discussion, but created inevitable repetition and stylistic variation between
chapters. Worse, key points of orientation fall between the authorial gaps. The six main phases of
activity on the site should have been introduced and dened in the introduction, rather than
emerging incidentally on p. 35. Some divisions are also unhelpful. The independent treatment of
sculptural and architectonic nds, for example, means that new fragments of the Caryatids and
heads of Zeus Ammon from the forum frieze are discussed separately from their decorative settings.

Finally, the book is lavishly illustrated with plans, photographs and cross-sections, but these could
sometimes have been used more effectively to communicate information to the reader. Interpreting
geological cross-sections is challenging for non-specialists, and a clearer impression of the
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pre-Augustan ‘saddle’ might have been conveyed via a hypothetical 3D reconstruction; which it
seemed to me the data could support. But the job of clarication and synthesis perhaps falls to
others now. We must thank the authors of this volume for their careful work and important
ndings, and anticipate further instalments in the series eagerly.

University of Leeds Penelope J. Goodman

P.J.Goodman@leeds.ac.uk
doi:10.1017/S0075435813000336

F. VISTOLI (ED.), LA RISCOPERTA DELLA VIA FLAMINIA PIÙ VICINA A ROMA: STORIA,
LUOGHI, PERSONAGGI (Fors Clavigera 1). Rome: Nuova Cultura, 2010. Pp. 190, illus.
ISBN 9788861345393. €40.00.

F. VISTOLI (ED.), “TOMBA DI NERONE”. TOPONIMO, COMPRENSORIO E ZONA
URBANISTICA DI ROMA CAPITALE. SCRITTI TEMATICI IN MEMORIA DI
GAETANO MESSINEO (Fors Clavigera 2). Rome: Nuova Cultura 2012. Pp. 364, illus.
ISBN 9788861345683. €65.00.

One can only salute the heroism and commitment of generations of young Italian scholars,
abandoned by the élite in charge of their state: the rst of these volumes publishes important new
work on such diverse matters as the Villa of Livia, the Roman arch incorporated in the medieval
building at Malborghetto, and the site of the decisive battle between Maxentius and Constantine.
The second deals with a further stretch of the Via Cassia, following a 2005 volume on the area of
Aqua Traversa, discussing not only the so-called Tomba di Nerone, actually of a P. Vibius
Marianus, but providing also a detailed publication of the other monuments nearby and of a quite
extraordinary sarcophagus of a Taminia Novatilla. I remain sceptical as to whether a terracotta
relief found near the Tomba di Nerone in 1935 is really a Caesarian triumphal scene.

University College London Michael H. Crawford

imagines.italicae@sas.ac.uk
doi:10.1017/S0075435813000348

R. LAURENCE, S. ESMONDE CLEARY and G. SEARS, THE CITY IN THE ROMAN WEST
c. 250 BC–c. AD 250. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2011. Pp. xiv + 355, illus.
ISBN 9780521877503 (bound); 9780521701402 (paper). £60.00/US$99.00 (bound); £24.99/
US$40.00.

As the introduction to this very welcome publication spells out, cities were a dening characteristic of
the Roman Empire, ourishing throughout the provinces but dropping away abruptly beyond the
limes. The correlation means that the Empire and its inhabitants cannot fully be understood
without an appreciation of these centres, and the ways of life which they enabled. Yet students
and others coming to Roman urbanism for the rst time have long lacked an accessible —

let alone comprehensive — English-language introduction to the subject. It is this omission which
Laurence, Esmonde Cleary and Sears aim to address.

Their book traces and seeks to account for the evolution of Roman-style cities in the Western
Empire, focusing especially on their monumental public aspect. Two main threads of discussion
run through the work. One concerns the varied, localized character of city development. By
adopting a comparative approach, the authors are able to show that the speed and nature of
urban development varied dramatically across the Western Empire. They argue that although
Roman urbanism was inherently dynamic, the trajectory of growth and change was locally
determined, and did not simply unfold according to a standard schema dened by Rome. Though
many accounts of urban evolution in individual provinces are available, here the collaboration of
three authors with expertise in different regions throws their discrepant experiences into sharp
relief, and conrms the importance of local people and conditions in generating them.

The second, related, thread, looks for the macro-economic conditions which supported urban
evolution. As the authors show, the number and density of cities and monuments increased
constantly from around 250 B.C. to A.D. 250. Urbanism, then, was a consistent surplus product of
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