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PSC pressured for more natural gas 
By ROBERT M. SHAW 
Associated Press Writer 

ALBANY, NY. (AP) - The 
Public Service Commission is 
coming under increasing pres
sure from big industrial gas 
customers to back down from 
its order a year ago that 
utilities can not give them big 
new supplies of natural gas. 

The commission staff is con
ducting hearings on three ap

peals from the order of last 
Oct. 26 restricting new con
nections and additional supplies 
to gas utility customers. 

The companies appealed to 
the full commission after their 
supplier, Niagara Mohawk 
Power Corp., turned down their 
requests for additional service. 

Three other companies have 
filed similar appeals which 
have not yet reached the hear

ing stage. And Niagara Mo
hawk is known to have turned 
down similar requests from at 
least 12 other big customers. 

In all, the utility has had to 
turn its back on nearly one bil
lion cubic feet of additional gas 
sales per year because of the 
growing shortage of natural 
gas. 

The PSC spent more than a 
year studying the gas supply, 

distribution and demand pic
ture before drawing up the or
der limiting the amount of new 
business the utilities can ac
cept. 

Based on the testimony it 
heard, the commission decided 
that "restrictions must be im
posed on the attachment of new 
customers and on the supplying 
of new loads to existing cus
tomers." 

Newspaper upheld 

Unreasonable search ruling is reached 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) - A 

federal judge has ruled that the 
U.S. Constitution bans police 
searches of newspapers, busi
nesses or citizens not suspected 
of a crime. He said the proper 
legal tool is a subpoena. 

A search warrant can be is
sued only with a showing that 
there is "proper cause" to be
lieve records or materials 
sought in a criminal investiga
tion might be destroyed, U.S. 
District Court Judge Robert F. 
Peckham said on Thursday. 

Peckham ruled in a suit by 
the Stanford Daily, Stanford 
University's campus paper, 

against a 1971 Palo Alto police 
search of its office. 

Municipal Court Judge J. 
Barton Phelps issued the 
search warrant after nine po
lice officers were injured dur
ing violence at a demonstration 
at Stanford Hospital April 9, 
1971. The paper published pic
tures of the demonstration and 
the warrant authorized' a 
search for film and negatives 
to identify the demonstrators. 

Peckham ruled the issue was 
broader than the rights of a 
free press guaranteed under 
the First Amendment. 

"The basic question in this 

case is whether third parties — 
those not suspected of a crime 
— are entitled to the same, if 
not greater, protection under 
the Fourth Amendment than 
those suspected of a crime," he 
said. 

The Fourth Amendment bars 
unreasonable search and seiz
ure. 

Peckham declared that with
out a showing that a subpoena 
was impractical or that evi
dence might be destroyed, a po
lice search of a third party is 
"unreasonable per se." 

A warrant for such a search 

Refuses to testify 

Reporter's wife in defense 
BELLEVILLE, N.J. (AP) -

The wife of Peter Bridge, the 
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newspaper reporter jailed for 
refusing to testify before a 
grand jury probe, says no one 
would talk to her husband if he 
revealed his sources. 

Anne Bridge said it would be 
just as though she were to re
veal the secret of a neighbor — 
"She will never talk to me 
again." 

Mrs. Bridge's husband, Pe
ter, 36, went to jail Wednesday 
for refusing to reveal new con
fidences to a grand jury. 

"it Peter reveals his sources 
nobody will talk to him. Or give 
him a scoop. I sure am proud 
of him," she said Thursday. "I 
don't want him to change his 
mind. He really believes in his 
case. I'm sure he's right. We'll 
pull through somehow." 

Bridge is the first journalist 
to go to prison for contempt 

since the U. S. Supreme Court 
ruled June 29 that newsmen 
may not withhold confidential 
information from grand juries. 

Five months ago he wrote an 
article for his paper, the Eve
ning News of Newark which 
has since gone out of business, 
in which he quoted a member 
of Newark's Housing, Authority 
as saying she was offered a 
$10,000 bribe to influence her 
vote for the authority's new ex
ecutive director. 

On July 7, Bridge was found 
guilty of civil contempt for re
fusing to answer five of about 
80 questions posed by an Essex 
County grand jury investigating 
the election. » 

"He has the key to the jail-
house door," the sentencing 
judge said before Bridge was 
led away in handcuffs. "All he 
has, to do is answer five ques
tions." 

violates the Fourth Amend
ment, he said. 

Robert H. Mnookin, one of 
the paper's attorneys, said le
gal research on the case 
showed that the 1971 search ap
parently was the first in the na
tion's history of a newspaper 
not under suspicion of criminal 
conduct. 

"The threat to the press's 
news gathering ability is much 
more imposing with a search 
warrant than with a subpoena," 
Peckham said. 

"The police officers executing 
a warrant will be in a position 
to see notes and photographs 
not even mentioned in the war
rant," he said. 

Odor mars 
performance 

ROCHESTER, N.Y. (APy -
Three vials of a foul-smelling 
acid were uncapped during the 
performance of a Soviet dance 
troupe Thursday night, forcing 
a brief evacuation of the East
man Theater. 

Police said several persons 
protesting the Soviet Union's 
treatment of Jews were picket
ing the hall at the time. But in
vestigators said no connection 
was established between the 
pickets and the stink bombs. 

When the odor swept through 
the theater, the Beryozka 
Dance Company left the stage 
for an igarly intermission and 
an evacuation was ordered as a 
precautionary measure, police 
said. The performance resumed 
later without incident. 

A spokesman for the PSC 
said Niagara Mohawk's sup
plier, Consolidated Gas Supply 
Corp., has agreed to provide 
the additional gas for some of 
the new service but with some 
conditions. 

Since Consolidated also buys 
gas from other pipeline com
panies, its sources could be re
stricted if the current shortage 
worsens. This would mean it 
could not provide all the extra 
gas to Niagara Mohawk, which 
would have to cut down on de
liveries to the new customers. 

A PSC source said the com
mission is studying the possible 
impact of such a cutback in 
Consolidated's supplies to see if 
the commission could, in good 
conscience, approve the in
creases. 

In another similar case, a 
PSC examiner has recommend
ed that the full commission or
der Niagara Mohawk to supply 
240 million cubic feet per year 
to Syracuse Suburban Gas Co. 
so the second company can 
meet a commitment to Chrys
ler Corp. 

Chrysler testified at hearings 
that 1,000 new jobs would be 
jeopardized if it did not get the 
additional gas which Syracuse 
Suburban had promised four 
years ago. 

The commission should settle 
that case soon, a spokesman 
said. 

Niagara Mohawk appears to 
be hit harder than other com
panies by the PSC no-new-serv-
iceorder because it supplies a 
large portion of the Hudson and 
Mohawk River valleys, where 
industrial customers depend on 
gas. 

The three customers whose 
appeals are at the hearing 
stage before the PSC are Re
vere Cooper and Brass Inc., 
Rome, which asked for an addi
tional 70 million cubic feet per 
year; Rome Strip Steel Co., 20 
million cubic feet, and Union 
Fork and Hoe Co. of Frankfort, 16 
million. 

Appeals also have been filed 
by Ford Motor Co., which 
asked for an additional 125 mil
lion cubic feet per year for its 
Green Island plant near Troy; 
Crucible Steel, which asked for 
350 million cubic feet, and Gen
eral Electric at Syracuse, 22 
million cubic feet. 

An average household uses 
about 200,000 cubic feet of gas per 
year for heating. 
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She'd buy 
Colosseum 
for $J-M* 

ROME (AP) — The daughter 
of Benito Mussolini's secretary, 
who is in Rome trying to buy 
the Colosseum for a California 
businessman, said Wednesday 
the $l-million purchase offer is 
not a joke but a "very reason
able and feasible" proposition. 

"Of course," Fausta Vitali 
said, "any sum would be ridic
ulous. There is no price on the 
Colosseum." 

Miss Vitali, whose father, 
Dario, worked for the Italian 
dictator between 1918 and 1930, 
arrived from Laguna Beach 
with a $10,000 check for a down 
payment and a contract al
ready signed by Thomas Mer
rick. 

Rome's superintendent of an
tiquities protested that Mer
rick's offer could not be taken 
into consideration. 

The Colosseum was closed to 
visitors last week because of 
the danger of falling masonry 
and officials said it might take 
years to make it safe. 

Merrick has said he would 
put up another $1 million for 
repairs on the Colosseum and 
share 50-50 with Rome the prof
its he hoped to make. He plans 
to let Rome direct the restora
tion of the 1,900-year-old arena. 

Miss Vitali said Merrick is an 
Italian-American who has made 
a fortune buying and selling 
iroperty. 
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' Friday Night and Saturday Specials 
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CLUB 
STEAKS Lb. 

Nice n Tender 

STEAKS Lb. 

Crowley's-2 Lb. Tub ~ 

COTTAGE 
Lb. 

• FRIDAY NIGHT ONLY* 

lb. 

3 
GREAT STORES 

DISCOUNT CITY 
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GE COLOR TV = 
VAUCSI 

THE BIG STORE-WIDE 

SAVINGS at NICHOLS 

FREE DELIVERY £ FREE 90 DAY FACTORY SERVICE * 100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEE at NICHOLS 
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GE 100% SOLID ST ATE 

CONSOLE COLOR TV 
$619 

Advance on touch color system. Automatic Chromo-
Control, AFT control, tilt-out controls. Spectra-Brit* III 
picture - central automatic deguessing. hi-voltage 
power supply. 1-yeor free in home parts and service. 
Your choke contemporary walnut, early American 
maple or Mediterranean pecan. 

3 GRtAT STORES: 

WORLD SERIES SPECIAL! 
RF 1(1 INCH COLOR TV 
1 0 0 % SOLID STATE CHASSIS 

CHECK 
OUR COLUMBUS DAY SALE 

L O W P R I C E ! 
A d v a n c e o n e touch color 
system, AFT/GE e>ectra-Bri te 
Tube, GE Insta Color Picture, 
slide controls, walnut cabinet, 
1 year f ree parts and service. 

$a*9 
GE Hy-Brid Color Chossis. AFT, GE Sensitomc 
Tuning. UHF/VHF Tuning, GE Spectra-Brite tube, 
luggage type carrying handle. 

OUR NO 1 GOAL 
TO MAKE 

GENERAL ELECTRIC 
YOUR BEST HJY 

GE 100% SOLID STATE \ 

19 Inch PORTABLE ! 

BtS\ 
Our No.lGoaV 

Block and white carry around portable. 
Silver touch 2 speed tuning, solid state 
VHF tuner, Insta-View picture, 4 inch 
Oyno-Power speaker, 1 year free parts 
ond service. 

CHARGE IT 
AT NICHOLS fW***- mastef cnarge 
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