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The New International Public Awareness & Appreciation Leads to New Scrutiny for Italian Politicians and Scholarly 

Administrators Who Deliberately Abandonment and Neglect of Italy’s Archaeological & Cultural Heritage.  
 

“…But I don’t much like my ancient monuments [in Pompeii] feeling like the Corley Service Station, or its euro-equivalent. It is what 
you get, though; if you take the Berlusconi approach to 'heritage' and just franchise the whole thing out to the highest bidder.” 

 
~ Prof. Mary Beard, A Don’s Life: ‘PIT STOP POMPEII’,  

THE TIMES LITERAY SUPPLIMENT. THE TIMES ONLINE, LONDON (October 28, 2009).
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Today, thanks to global internet informational and educational technology:  

Italy’s past - its mute stones can finally speak, along with Italy’s archaeologists, scholars, and others who are fighting 
back  — And there is no doubt their public retaliation will be stinging. 

 
 

 
 

Rome, Italy.  Prof. Andrea Carandini (right) - President of Higher Council for Cultural and Landscape Heritage for the Italian 
Ministry of Culture (09 March 2009 - present). Director Mario Resca (left) - Director General for the Enhancement of Italy's 

Museum and Archaeological Sites for the Italian Ministry of Culture (2008-present). 
 

The recently collapsed fourth-Berlusconi Government [November 12, 2011] and his political appointees (2008-2011), 

formerly responsible for the safeguarding and the enhancement of Italy’s archaeological and cultural heritage, with 

their arrogance, incompetence and disrespectful Disneyland-like approach and McDonald’s franchise attitude towards 

the management and administration of Italy’s abundant ‘Beni Culturali,’ - it was nothing more than a miserable and 

blatant  failure. 2  
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 ~ Prof. Mary Beard, A Don’s Life: ‘PIT STOP POMPEII’, THE TIMES LITERAY SUPPLIMENT. THE TIMES ONLINE, LONDON 

(October 28, 2009). = http://timesonline.typepad.com/dons_life.com  
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 Rome, Italian Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi, his fourth-Government (May 8, 2008 thru November 12, 2011). The Italian Cabinet Minister(s), 

Under-Secretary’s for Italian Cultural Heritage, and other political appointed Cultural Advisors to the Italian Minister of Culture: - Minister Giancarlo 
Galan - Minister of Italian Culture (23 March 2011 - 12 November 2011); Min. Galan succeeded former Minister of Italian Culture - Min.  Sandro 
Bondi (08 May 2008 - 23 March 2011); Francesco Giro - Under-Secretary of the Ministry of Italian Culture (8 May 2008 to 12 November 2011); Sen. 
Riccardo Villari - Under-Secretary of the Ministry of Italian Culture (May 2011 - 12 November 2011); Prof. Andrea Carandini - President of Higher 
Council for Cultural and Landscape Heritage for the Italian Ministry of Culture (09 March 2009 - present[?]), And Director Mario Resca - Director 
General for the Enhancement of Italy's Museum and Archaeological Sites for the Italian Ministry of Culture (2008-present[?]). Note: Mario Resca - 

Former C.E.O. and Chairman of McDonald’s Restaurants, Italy (1995-1998).  

http://timesonline.typepad.com/dons_life.com
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These political appointees ignoring the professional expertise of Italy’s scholars and that of the needs of the public at-

large, promoted archaeological and cultural heritage policies combined with unaccountable business-like practices, 

solely for one-sided profitability of the mass tourism, overly commercialized exhibitions, and sham restoration projects. 

Consequently, these corrupt cultural heritage policies and practices, put forth by the Berlusconi government as noted 

above, disregarded the financial needs, and professional human resources vital for sustaining in the long-term Italy’s 

important archaeological, architectural, and cultural sites, etc., again, a vital principle determinant for the public 

welfare. Not just in Rome, Ostia, and Pompeii, but throughout Italy, and more so in the Abruzzo region, devastated by 

the earthquake in April 2009. Today, these Berlusconi political appointees, and the consequences of their cultural 

heritage policies and corrupt practices have also had a detrimental effect on the critical human resources, 

unquestionably significantly needed to safeguard and properly maintain Italy’s vast wealth of archaeological, 

architectural, and cultural heritage. Between 2009-2011, this vast body of Italian professionals, and along with recent 

university graduates; now consisting of very highly-trained, and remarkably competent, archaeologists, architects,  art 

restoration specialists, as well as museum, and art gallery curatorial staff, and librarians, and archivists, have been 

ignored. Particularly, those professionals working at the national level are not being employed to their full potential. 

While, a higher than average of these professional, and graduate students, that are unemployed and do find work in 

their profession, are woefully unpaid, in comparison to their European or American counterparts. In retrospective, 

today, the declining morale of a large number of these unemployed and or underemployed professionals is similar to 

those scholars working during the time of the heavy-handed, boastful, narrow-minded, destructive policies, and other 

unfortunate circumstances during the earlier period of Mussolini’s and his Fascists who ruined Italy between 1924-1940.  

 

The Berlusconi Government and his political appointee’s Disneyland-like approach and McDonald’s franchise 

attitude, policies, and practices, towards Italy’s abundant ‘Beni Culturali.’ (May 2008-November 2011): 

 

1). The Berlusconi Government and his political appointees corrupted attitudes of Beni Culturali:   

Why invest money, energy, and human resources on protecting, restoring, or using Italy’s ‘Beni Culturali’ for public 

good, when we can exploit it in a Disneyland-like approach and McDonald’s franchise business manner for own 

personal [and or others] financial interest, and or those who are willing to scrupulously exploit it with us.   

2). The Berlusconi Government and his political appointees - their solution for exploiting Italy’s Beni Culturali: 

 Promote party loyalists to cabinet level Minister positions, or create other co-related political appointee’ or trusted 

advisors, who then have the power to either take advantage of, manipulate, circumvent, and or draft legal loopholes 

within the standing national, regional, and local laws and other relative statute(s). This in turn, would allow for 

personal financial profits, gained through lucrative, preferable foreign (over local) investors, in sales of commercial 

real estate;  and or on a local level leasing high-visibility sites to the highest bidders, for largely either long-term 

publically unaccountable restoration works or short-term related tourism venues. In addition, allowing foreign 

museums, and other relevant institutions of buying access solely to high profile Italian museum or archaeological 

collections, through the lucrative leasing contracts of these high profile works of art, or artifacts. With these 
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museums art collections being transferred out of Italy on short-term exhibitions, while thousands of other works of 

art or artifacts throughout, are neglected, and inaccessible to the Italian public, students and scholars. Again it easier 

in the short-term for the Berlusconi Government and his political appointees to sell or lease Italy’s “beni culturali”, 

rather than real addressing the critical long-term economic and ethical issues, the efficient collection and innovative 

re-utilization of the millions and millions of Italian Euro’s tax revenues.  Likewise, curbing political bribery, among 

high-level Italian politicians, and Italian and international business industry leaders. For the 4th Berlusconi 

Government and his political appointees, real funding for the safeguarding and enhancing Italy’s cultural heritage 

was never a priority from the beginning. How many of millions and millions of Italian Euro’s wasted on flawed, 

wasteful, and incoherent political cultural heritage policies? Italy may never know because there was no reason for 

the 4th Berlusconi Government and his political appointees to be politically and ethically accountable to the Italian 

people in the first place…! Mussolini, was in his own bad in own self-center way, but, the 4th Berlusconi Government 

and his political appointees, were just obliviously, and arrogantly dim-witted from the very beginning, and to the 

very corruptible end.  

3). The Collapse of the Berlusconi Government and his political appointees (November 12, 2011):  

There were a number of interrelated political, economic, and socials issues, which brought about the collapse of the 

fourth-Berlusconi government in November 2011: In the case of his government’s failure to care for and properly 

administer Italy’s ‘Beni Culturali’. This failure was highly visible to the Italian public, largely due to ever-evolving 

electronic digitalization of Italian traditional television news and print media, which is now more readily accessible 

[along with archival news resources] by way on internet in Italy: local, regional, national, and now international. 

Likewise, the Italian public (and professional organizations) have been using the more recent  Italian  (& 

international) social media resources to discuss, debate, and share a greater amount of information interrelated to 

imperative political, economic, and socials issues pertaining over all failure of 4th Berlusconi Government to care for 

and properly administer Italy’s ‘Beni Culturali’.  Thus, as of today, all Italian politicians, political advisors, and 

scholarly administers on all levels (local, regional, national) responsible safeguarding for Italy’s Beni Culturali, are 

under more public, media, and professional scrutiny, then ever before. Therefore, Italy’s public, archaeologists, 

scholars, and the media, can now fight back, just by simply being better informed about the need to safeguarding 

for Italy’s Beni Culturali. In addition, for those current political administrators for Italy’s Beni Culturali, who wish to 

follow the status quo, or worse, continue with corrupt government practices as exhibited by the former 4th 

Berlusconi government, again there is no doubt the Italian public, Italian news & Italian social media retaliation will 

be stinging. 
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